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1. Surface Preparation  
1.1. Ensure surface is free of all loose material, dirt, dust, foreign particles and general 

contaminants. Curing agents, release agents, wax residues and paint layers to be 
removed by mechanical means to a clean surface.  

1.2. Rough surfaces and all voids to be filled to fix low spots and areas of ponding and using 
BASF mortar products such as MasterEmaco N 5200CI 

1.3. Ensure falls to wastes are as per specification (generally 1:60 to 1:80 in showers and 1:80 
and 1:100 for floors.). 

1.4. All joints in CFC and sheet based substrates to be filled with manufacturer’s 
recommended joint sealant. All screws to be recessed and screw hole recesses greater 
than 1mm to be filled with manufacturer’s recommended sealant (silicones are not 
recommended for this duty). 

1.5. Suitable flexible sealant to be used to seal around edges of puddle flanges. 
 

2. Priming  
2.1. Prime surface by applying MasterTop 1600 primer diluted 1:3 with water (porous 

surfaces) by brush or roller to total surface area including shower alcove and shower walls 
to a minimum height of 1.8m. Coverage of primer to be applied at 1litre per 25m2 (mixed 
priming solution). Allow primer to dry. 

2.2. Prime using MasterTop 1116 on surfaces of low porosity or where a temporary protection 
against rising damp is required. 

2.3. Incidental non-porous surfaces including puddle flanges, metal angles and necks of PVC 
pipe penetrations should be primed with MasterSeal P 692.  
 

3. Mixing 
3.1. Mechanical mixing is necessary. A slow speed (300 rpm), heavy duty electric drill with a 

wing or helix type paddle is recommended.  
3.2. The material is packaged so that it can be mixed in the pail provided. This will give a 

consistency suitable for horizontal application. If a thicker consistency is required follow 
the instructions that follow. 

3.3. Place approx. 75% of Part A in a clean pail. Keeping the mixer running, add the Part B 
powder slowly. Mix for at least 3 minutes to get a lump-free homogenous mix.  

3.4. While continuing to mix, add all of the remainder of Part A. If applying part of it if applying 
on vertical surfaces add the part A until the desired consistency is obtained.  
 

4. Application: Joins and Wastes  
4.1. Apply a liberal coat of Master Seal 540 to all 90/270 degree corner sections. 
4.2. MasterSeal 540 should extend at least 100mm up walls and returned 100mm onto floors.  
4.3. Pre made corners: Embed MasterSeal 960 or 950 pre made corners into the wet coat of 

membrane with the blue rubber facing the room. Ensure fabric edges are fully saturated by 
applying the MasterSeal 540 over front face of the fabric to hold in place. The cloth parts 
should be completely encased in the MasterSeal 540 and should cover the front face 
where joins are to be made. 
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4.4. Tape: Measure and cut the MasterSeal 970 Tape for all perimeter wall/floor junctions and 
vertical angles in showers and baths.  Into the wet MasterSeal 540 place the cut lengths 
and form them to the angle. The MasterSeal 970 should be installed with the blue rubber 
facing the wall. This creates an area of the tape not bonded to the substrate allowing it to 
cope with any movements. The MasterSeal 540 is to extend a minimum of 100mm up 
walls and returned 100mm onto floors. Apply more MasterSeal 540 to encase the fabric 
section.  

4.5. Joins between corners and tape: At joins ensure that the MasterSeal 540 is applied to the 
corner so that the fabric has a continuous coating and this should continue at least 50mm 
from the end of the corner. The MasterSeal 960 or 950 should be applied into the wet 
MasterSeal 540 on the walls and on the corner. The second coat should be applied to 
encase the join and the tape prior to the application of the membrane to the floor and wall.  
4.5.1. MasterSeal 970 is to be used to seal all floor wastes level or recessed below floor 

level. Cut 50mm lengths of the MasterSeal 970. Apply liberal coat of MasterSeal 540 
over the floor substrate extending 100mm out from the perimeter of the waste. 
Extend MasterSeal 540 down into the waste and coat the perimeter of the pipe to 
minimum of 20mm depth. 

4.5.2. Embed MasterSeal 970 strips into wet coat of MasterSeal 540 membrane and dress 
into pipe to minimum depth of 20mm. Ensure perimeter edge of waste and floor 
abutment is completely sealed.  

4.5.3. Perimeter edges of puddle flanges (at abutment to floor substrate) to be sealed with 
MasterSeal 970 using above method. 

4.5.4. Tap and outlet pipes should have the MasterSeal 540 applied to the perimeter and 
sections of the MasterSeal 970 tape (cut into pieces) applied to create a barrier 
around the penetration. After application into the wet MasterSeal 540 apply a 
topcoat to encase the MasterSeal 970 tape. 

 

MasterSeal 615 pictured 
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4.5.5. For penetrations apply the MasterSeal 540 around the penetration and place the cut 

bandage in it and then overcoat to encapsulate the bandage. Penetrations can be sealed 
using the continuous bandage (MasterSeal 970). 

 

 
 

5. Application: floor and walls 
5.1 After the MasterSeal 540 and 970, 960 and 950 tapes and corners have been applied to joins and 

drains allow the MasterSeal 540 to become touch dry before the application of the first coat.  
5.2 Apply a coat of the MasterSeal 540 membrane using a brush or roller to the total floor area and up 

perimeter wall to a height of 150 mm. Apply membrane to shower alcove and shower walls to a 
minimum height of 1.8m and as otherwise applicable to AS/NZS 3740. 

5.3 Allow the membrane to dry for minimum 2-4 hours to allow foot traffic. 
5.4 Apply the second coat of MasterSeal 540 membrane using brush or roller to total floor surface, 

shower alcove and shower walls to minimum height of 1.8m and as otherwise applicable to AS/NZS 
3740. 

5.5 MasterSeal 540 is to be applied in a minimum of 2 coats (0.75 l.m2) at a total coverage of 1.5litres 
per m2 giving a dry film thickness of approximately 1mm. Allow membrane to dry for minimum 24 
hours prior to screed/tiling application. 
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6 Curing and Protection 
 
6.1 Appreciable properties develop within the below timing at 23°C and 50% relative humidity  

 
Touch Dry  2 hours 
Re-coating interval  2-4 hours 
Serviceable (tiling) 24 hours 
Full cure  7 days 

 
 

6.2 Protect MasterSeal 540 from traffic during curing and prior to tiling. 
6.3 MasterSeal 540 is not designed for use a long term exposed membrane 
6.4 Polymer modified cement based tile adhesive is recommended for direct adhesion to the 

membrane. 
6.5 Acrylic or SBR bonding agents are recommended for applications of screeds and renders 

directly over the membrane. MasterEmaco P 157 is recommended. 
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Application Guide for MasterSeal 540 V13 022016 

STATEMENT OF  
RESPONSIBILITY  

The technical information and application advice given in this BASF publication are based on the present state of 
our best scientific and practical knowledge.  As the information herein is of a general nature, no assumption can be 
made as to a product's suitability for a particular use or application and no warranty as to its accuracy, reliability or 
completeness either expressed or implied is given other than those required by law. The user is responsible for 
checking the suitability of products for their intended use. 

NOTE 
Field service where provided does not constitute supervisory responsibility.  Suggestions made by BASF either 
orally or in writing may be followed, modified or rejected by the owner, engineer or contractor since they, and not 
BASF, are responsible for carrying out procedures appropriate to a specific application. 

 
BASF Australia Ltd 
ABN 62008437867 
Level 12 
28 Freshwater Place 
Southbank VIC 3006 
Freecall: 1300 227 300 
www.master-builders-solutions.basf.com.au 
 

BASF New Zealand Ltd 
Level 4, 4 Leonard Isitt Drive 
Auckland Airport 2022 
Auckland, New Zealand 
 
Freecall: 0800 334 877 
www.master-builders-solutions.basf.co.nz 
 

BASF Emergency Advice: 
1800 803 440  within Australia (24hr) 
0800 944 955  within New Zealand 
 

 


